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Calendar
December ‘06

  9 – Intraclass Competition (TBA)
24 to 31 – Winter Holiday – GYM CLOSED
January ‘07
 1 – New Year’s Day – GYM CLOSED

15 – Martin Luther King Day – Gym Open

February ‘07

19 – President’s Day – Gym Open
March ‘07

25 – NEOGL HOME MEET (times TBA)
DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS:

Check the ProScore Scoreboard for your name!

Staff:

Alex Tatebe
Athletes:

Alyssa Antrim
Madison Avery

Kirsten Bache

Krysta Banas

Zachary Boyle

Brittany Candel

Maxwell Craig

Christina Fagnano

Sydney Ferguson

Shane Hamm

Cassandra Hanuschak

Morgan Hephner

Alexis James

Tori Klapac

Gillian Koneval

Ronny Lame

Julie Anne Larkin

Faith Marsico

Sumeera Murad

Zameer Murad

Morgan Priddy

Chelsea Raymer

Haylie Sapp

Olivia Jo Slater

Dale Woodford

Elizabeth Yaksich

Donald Yeager

Dianna West

Hannah Ward
NOTES:

Contact Us

The Ohio Gymnastics Institute, Inc.

5701 West Webb Road

Austintown, OH  44515

330-652-4386

330-652-4387 (fax) 

TeamOGI@aol.com

	Athlete of the Month
The December Athlete of the Month is Heidi Soriano!  Heidi is the 15 year old daughter of Jane and Frank Soriano of Austintown.  A sophomore at Fitch High School, Heidi plays the Trumpet in the Marching Band.  At Fitch HS, Heidi’s favorite subject is English with her favorite teacher, Mr. Muzzuco.  At the Ohio Gymnastics Institute Heidi is a member of our Girl’s Competitive Program where she trains with the Intermediate Practice Group as a Level 6.  Heidi has just recently mastered all the skills in the Level 6 Routines including the Back Salto at the end of the Floor Exercise Routine. When not in the gym Heidi enjoys playing softball and with her favorite non-person - her dog Obi.  Heidi’s favorite gymnastics skill is the Glide Kip on Uneven Parallel Bars.  Heidi’s heros are her parents because “the set a good example” and her favorite athlete is Cat Osterman.  In the future Heidi wants to attend college and become an Elementary School Teacher and participate in sports as long as she can.  
Athletes of the Month are nominated by the Teaching Staff here at the Ohio Gymnastics Institute for their positive attitudes, their willingness to learn, their improvement in skill, their achievements in and out of the gym and their attendance and participation in Team OGI Activities.   The Athlete of the Month is chosen from our student body by the OGI Coaching Staff during our regular staff meetings.  Candidates from each of our four major programs – Competitive Teams, Recreational Gymnastics, Recreational Cheerleading and the Jungle Gym Preschool Program.  Athletes of the month enjoy the honor of their title and several benefits.  One benefit is the Athlete of the Month parking space.  Another benefit is that we place a picture on the website and each Athlete receives a 25% discount on an OGI Birthday Party.  
Holiday closing information
Always keep your Chalk Talk issues handy for reference when it comes to Gym School closings. We try to make sure that any changes in the regular schedule are included in the previous two newsletters. Our company policy with regards to closings is that we try to close only when schools are closed for extended periods.  This gives our instructors some time with their families and eliminates the need for makeups for those who need to travel to be with their families.  We do not offer makeups or credit for holidays, in the same way as we do not charge extra for months which have classes with five lessons available.  
Employee of the Month

Ginger Britton, our Jungle Gym Preschool Director, is the December Employee of the Month!  Ginger is a lifetime resident of Warren where she graduated from Harding High School.  Ginger has studied Music at Youngstown State University and is finishing her major in Early Childhood Education from the University of Cincinnati.  In 2001 Ginkn;jnhr was named Trumbull County Family Child Care Provider of the Year! Ginger is the mother of two daughters; Maria, age 12 and Taylor, age 8.  Both girls attend OGI and are enrolled in the Girls Beginner Classes.  Ginger was the director of Cardinal Kiddie Kollege preschool prior to accepting the Preschool Director position here at the Ohio Gymnastics Institute, Inc.  Ginger has already made a great impression on our students and parents with her happy teaching style.  We also appreciate the great decorations, seasonal and holiday theems and bulliten boards which she has worked hard to make OGI the best it can be.  When not in the gym Ginger enjoys reading, studying archeology and attending concerts.  Ginger plays the Flute and Piccalo.  Congratulations to Ginger Britton – the December Employee of the Month.  
Weather Closing Policies

Make sure that you are familiar with our Weathr Closing Policies as we approach the winter season.  The strongest point we would like to make is that if you do not feel comfortable driving you children to gym, simply call them off and we can schedule a make-up.  Simple as that.  The problem arrises when the weather is bad enough that area schools decide to close.  The Ohio Gymnastics Institute, Inc. will close for weather issues when the Austintown School Systems decide to close.  The policy for these occasional occurances is that athletes may make up the class times that were missed at Open Gym times.  We will attempt to open in the afternoon and evenings when and if the roads become safe.  The best bet is to call the gym and we will have someone give you the details regarding when we will re-open for classes.  
Intra Class Competition or the “ICC”

Remember that the ICC will be on Saturday, December 9th, 2006.  The doors will open at 5:45 – NO EARLIER! Ticket prices are $2.00 for adults and $1.00 for students and children (15 and younger).  Babes in arms – no charge, but if they need a chair there will be a charge.  Make sure that your child has completed a registration form so that he or she will be elligible to compete.



Character Counts! – reprinted from 11/23/06 E-mail

No person was ever honored for what he received. Honor has been the reward for what he gave.
-- Calvin Coolidge, 30th President (1872-1933)


"Daddy, Mrs. Neumeyer said you could make your famous mashed potatoes for our class for Thanksgiving." My 10-year-old Carissa made this announcement, not as a request, but with the beaming pride of someone who had won an award. Not so fast, I thought to myself. You're taking a lot for granted. It will take more than three hours. Couldn't I just buy cookies?  So I firmly replied, "Of course, sweetheart. How many people are we going to feed?" "Just 25. They're going to love your potatoes!" Then she hugged me with her eyes. It's odd. I've received other accolades for my work, but there's no honor I treasure more than the pride of my children. And so I was equally submissive when Carissa proclaimed the next day that we also have to bring in 25 cans of food for poor people. Why 25 cans? Because another boy in her class had brought in 21 cans, and she wanted to bring in the most. I'm told she gets her competitiveness from me, so it was a foregone conclusion that I'd be docile on this request as well. I was rushed getting her to school because we had to be early to deliver our weekend project, a large model of Saturn. Between conference calls, I made a second trip to her school to deliver the bag of food. She was just coming in from recess. When she saw me, she regaled me with another one of those incredible smiles. I was almost late, she said, and she grabbed my free hand and led me halfway through the school to the drop-off point. The bag was heavy, but I loved her little hand in mine. When she hugged me and said, "You're the best daddy in the world!" I thought it's going to be a great Thanksgiving.

This is Michael Josephson reminding you that character counts.


It is dangerous to go into eternity with possibilities which one has prevented from becoming realities. A possibility is a hint from God. One must follow it.
-- Sören Kierkegaard, Danish philosopher, theologian (1813-1855)

Team OGI Booster Association
We would like to thank all those who were able to attend the special showing of the movie “The Peaceful Warrior.”  It was a great movie and all those who attended had a great time at Open Gym.  The Team OGI Booster Association has several events on-going, including the Hot Tub Raffle and the “Color My World” T shirt contest which will help feed needy families in the Youngstown area.  Please take time to bring a can or two of food so that you can place a vote for your favorite artist and help those in need.
Skill Charts
FINALLY – We have gotten the skills charts up for the National Gymnastics Skills Test Program (NGSTP)! Thanks for your patience as we reworked several of the charts and made some improvements.  Now you can monitor your child’s progress as they work through the Beginner, Novice, Intermediate and Advanced Classes in the Recreationa Gymnastics Class Program.  One of our goals for 2007 is to get a simular set of charts for our Recreational Cheerleading Program, so look for that to come before the fall schedule.  Our next major project which will include all of our Programs is the launching of our Skills Clubs.  The final tweaks are being made and we hope to have the “on-line” information available during the first quarter of 2007.  Many of your children are already in several Skills Clubs and may not realize it.  Remember that the NGSTP Charts are a litmus test of prepairedness for the next skill level.  We must see at least 75% of the skills accomplished prior to advancing to the next level. 
Handicapped Access Door

The west side door which we use as a Handicapped Access Door is to be used only for special needs access and emergencies.  The major reasons are that we need to control the observation area temperature and the condition of the floor.  It is also a major distraction to children in the Jungle Gym area when the door is opening and closing during their classes.  Everyone should be aware of the fact that the gymnastics areas are kept at 69 degrees which boarders on too hot for some of the athletes who are working out at high levels of intensity.  The observation area is not directly heated and will not be until we can finish the ceilings in the bathrooms.  Between now and the time the heating system for the observation area is complete remember that, though you may feel chilly sitting in an area without carpeting, the gymnasts are very active and are always on mats and carpeting where they are very comfortable.  Watch as the warmups and socks are pealed off quickly as the classes begin. Also, please remember to knock off as much of the snow, mud and ice that sticks to your shoes as you enter the building.  Most of our students move around our waiting area in bare feet and we want them to be comfortable.  During the summer the temperature in the waiting area is not an issue and   our policy is to unlock and / or brace open the door when it is not raining and the wind is not blowing too hard.  
Referal Credits

Remember that you can receive credit on your account for telling your friends and family about the Ohio Gymnastics Institute, Inc.  Every time a new customer enrolls at our gym a registration for is filled out. One of the questions is “How did you hear about the Ohio Gymnastics Institute, Inc.?”  If your friend lists you as the method by which your friend heard about OGI, then you will receive a 10% Referal Credit on your next month’s bill. DURING THE MONTH OF DECEMBER ALL REFERAL CREDITS FOR NEW STUDENTS ENROLLING IN DECEMBER WILL BE BOOSTED TO 25%!  This opportunity is only for new students enrolling in December, so tell four friends and get your discount credit in January!












