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The Monthly Newsletter of The Ohio Gymnastics Institute, Inc.
	Chalk Talk

	Newsletter Date
	November, 2006

	In This Issue

· Athlete of the Month
· Team OGI Booster Association
· Employee of the Month
· Open Gym Rules
· Intra Class Competition (ICC)
· Referral Credits
· Character Counts!
· Birthday Parties at OGI – what a great idea!
· Holiday Gift Ideas
Calendar
November ‘06
  1 – 1 Year Anniversary of our New Facility on Webb Road!
  7 – Election Day – Gym Open
19 – NEOGL Home Meet (times TBA)

23 to 25 Thanksgiving Holiday – GYM CLOSED

December ‘06

  9 – Intraclass Competition (TBA)
24 to 31 – Winter Holiday – GYM CLOSED
January ‘07
 1 – New Year’s Day – GYM CLOSED

15 – Martin Luther King Day – Gym Open

February ‘07

19 – President’s Day – Gym Open
March ‘07

25 – NEOGL HOME MEET (times TBA)
NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS:

Check the ProScore Scoreboard for your name!

Staff:

Ginger Britton

Ron Ferris

Leslie Shook

Athletes:

Jamie Blank 
Kolten Blough

Hannah Boyle

Brianna Carpenter

Emily Donaldson

Autumn Fabian

Makaela Giannini

Megan Havas

Lia Hill

Dale Kabetso

Cassie Keller

Katie Matasy

Sabrina Miller

Leah Narotsky

Miranda Noday

Gianna Panzott

Lindsay Pauline

Avery Scott

Kaitlyn Seger

Bailey Seletas

Cierra Vassallo

Sadie Ward

Michael Witt

Mandy Yeager

Grayson Zinni

Aliyah Zoldan

NOTES:

Contact Us

The Ohio Gymnastics Institute, Inc.

5701 West Webb Road

Austintown, OH  44515

330-652-4386

330-652-4387 (fax) 

TeamOGI@aol.com

	Athlete of the Month
The November Athlete of the Month is Ashlee Bobovnik.  Ashlee is the nine year old daughter of Rachel Farmer and Jon Bobovnik of Austintown.  A 4th Grader at Woodside Elementary, Ashlee’s favorite subject is Spelling and her favorite teacher is Mrs. Franklin.  At Ohio Gymnastics Institute, Ashlee attends two different classes, training as a Beginner in the Recreational Gymnastics Class Program and as member of the Red Squad in the Recreational Cheerleading Program.  Ashlee loves the trampoline and her favorite Coach is Ms. Kellie.  Ashlee has mastered her Back Walkover and is working on learning her Round Off Backhandspring.  When not in school or training at OGI, Ashlee enjoys riding her bike, doing crafts and playing Softball.  Ashlee also likes to shop with Mom and go on hikes with Dad. Ashlee considers her dad her hero because he inspires her to be the best.  Ashlee plans on going as far as she can here at the Ohio Gymnastics Institute and one day plans on studying to become a Dentist.  Good luck to our November Athlete of the Month – ASHLEE BOBOVNIK!  
Athletes of the Month are nominated by the Teaching Staff here at the Ohio Gymnastics Institute for their positive attitudes, their willingness to learn, their improvement in skill, their achievements in and out of the gym and their attendance and participation in Team OGI Activities.   The Athlete of the Month is chosen from our student body by the OGI Coaching Staff during our regular staff meetings.  Candidates from each of our four major programs – Competitive Teams, Recreational Gymnastics, Recreational Cheerleading and the Jungle Gym Preschool Program.  Athletes of the month enjoy the honor of their title and several benefits.  One benefit is the Athlete of the Month parking space.  Another benefit is that we place a picture on the website and each Athlete receives a 25% discount on an OGI Birthday Party.  
Team OGI Booster Association

The Ohio Gymnastics Institute is very encouraged by the efforts of the Team OGI Booster Association.  The group has taken on a major fundraising drive to raise money for an “In-ground Pit System” here at OGI.  The system will cost over $25,000.00 and will benefit all of our athletes.  Please support the efforts of the Booster Association by participating in the fundraising activities which will be offered this year.  At this time, a raffle for a Hot Tub System is on going, as well as a candy bar sale. Please leave your name at the office if you would like to join the Association or if you can help with any of the activities this season.

Employee of the Month

The Owner of the Ohio Gymnastics Institute, Ron Ferris, is this month’s Employee of the Month.  Mr. Ferris has been involved in gymnastics for more than 32 years – 21of them here with the Ohio Gymnastics Institute!  An “Army Brat,” Mr. Ferris was born in California and has lived in nine states (three of them twice) and in West Germany.  Mr. Ferris attended James Madison University where he received a Bachelor of Arts in History with minors in Spanish and Coaching.  While attending JMU, Mr. Ferris was a four year Varsity Athlete and was honored as MVP and Team Captain for two years.  Mr. Ferris established several JMU Gymnastics high scoring records on Floor Exercise, Vaulting, Horizontal Bar and the All Around which stayed on the record books for over 10 years.  Ferris began teaching gymnastics in 1976 and has helped thousands of children develop strength, confidence and an improved level of physical fitness.  

Mr. Ferris considers his sons as one of his greatest accomplishments.  His two sons, Ronnie and David, are both former members of Team OGI with careers spanning from 1990 to 2004 and, include literally hundreds of medals and trophies. David was the 2004 Ohio State Champion on Horizontal Bar and the 2003 AAU National Champion on Still Rings.  Ronnie was the 2002 State and Regional Champion in All Around (all six events combined) and won the All Around Title in the AAU Junior Olympic Games four separate times, once in each of the four Age Divisions.  Ronnie also competed three years in the US Senior National Championships while in High School and three more times while at Ohio State University.  Both graduated from Fitch High School where David was Valedictorian in 2004. Both also participated in NCAA Gymnastics while at their Universities on scholarships.  David is currently a Junior (2nd Class) at the United States Naval Academy in Annapolis, Maryland and competes for the Naval Academy on Floor, Rings, Vault and Horizontal Bar.  David is a two time NCAA Academic All American.  David is majoring in Systems Engineering and will decide this year which direction he will take with his military career – Submariner School or Flight School. Ronnie attended the Ohio State University, and was the 2004 & 2005 Big Ten and 2005 NCAA National Horizontal Bar Champion, and a five time NCAA All American twice on Pommel Horse and three times on Horizontal Bar.  Ronnie will resume his studies in January of 2007 as he completes a degree in Classical Greek Literature. 
Some of Mr. Ferris’ other accomplishments include:
· USA Gymnastics Board of Directors Member
· USA Gymnastics Ohio State Chairman for Men’s Gymnastics
· Amateur Athletic Union (AAU) National Executive Committee Member
· Member United State Elite Coaches Association (USECA) for Men’s Gymnastics
· Member USECA for Women’s Gymnastics
· Nationally Rated Gymnastics Judge for 28 years

· Lake Erie Delegate to the  National AAU Congress (since 1997)

· National AAU History and Records Committee Member

· National AAU Law and Legislation Committee Member

· USAG Region 5 Coaching Staff Member

· Lake Erie AAU Chairman for Men’s Gymnastics

· Lake Erie AAU Board of Review Member

· Meet Director for the Blaine Wilson Ohio Classic (the largest boys gymnastics meet in Ohio for 5 straight years and one of the largest meets in the US) in Columbus, Ohio
· Meet Director for the Winter Gymnastic Challenge in Cincinnati, Ohio
· Lake Erie AAU Webmaster

· Lake Erie AAU Cheerleading Chairman

· Lake Erie AAU Trampoline & Tumbling Chairman

· Founder of the National AAU Handstand Competition Program

When not teaching gymnastics Mr. Ferris is usually working to make OGI a better place to be.  Mr. Ferris travels almost every weekend to a gymnastics competition or meeting and works at the gym over 70 hours each week.  When out of the gym Mr. Ferris enjoys riding motorcycles, racing cars (on the track) do-it-yourself projects, attending concerts and spending time with friends and family.  


Open Gyms – What are they and what are the Rules!
Open Gym is a supervised recreational training period for athletes who are in the 1st grade and older.  Preschool age children are not permitted to attend Open Gyms unless they are a part of our Pre-Competitive Training Program.  Adults may only use the Open Gym times if they are enrolled in the Adult Gymnastics Class or are current AAU Adult Gymnastics Membership Card Holders.  Our coaching staff is available to supervise and assist participants in Open Gym but there is no specific instruction designed as a part of this activity.  Open Gym times are 1 & ½ hours long and begin with a warm-up activity and some light stretching.  After the stretching athletes are explained the rules of behavior and are released to Apparatus which are designated as “open.”  During the 1 & ½ hours coaches will “float” from event to event and help as many students as they are able.  As the clock nears the end of the Open Gym time, often coaches will encourage the athletes to play games which are designed for fun and fitness.  Open Gym times are also great times for athletes to be evaluated on skills for the National Gymnastics Skills Test Program (NGSTP).  
Open Gym is available on Fridays from 7:00 PM to 8:30 PM and costs $8.50 per person, per Open Gym.  A winter Sunday Open Gym time is scheduled to start after the first of the year.  If your child wants more time in the gym and wants to spend more time on his or her favorite gymnastics Apparatus – Open Gyms are the place to be!
Intra Class Competitions or the “ICC”

On December 9th, 2006 we will host another Intra Class Competition or ICC.  Sign ups begin on November 13th and registration closes on December 3rd.  The cost is $25.00 and the price includes two open gym passes for two special ICC Only Open Gyms, on Sunday, December 3rd, 2006 and again on Friday December 8th, 2006.

The basic philosophy behind the ICC is for our athletes in the Recreational Gymnastics Class Program to get some entry level competitive experiences.  It is also a great opportunity for our students to show off the skills they have mastered over the previous weeks in our program.  Routines which are appropriate for each Class Skill Level are taught in classes and at special Open Gyms.  The skills, combinations and sequences which are included in the routines have already been introduced to the children in their regular gymnastics classes over the previous 8 to 10 weeks.  Athletes can choose between 9 events for Boys and 7 events for Girls and the price is the same regardless of the number of events entered.  During the competition, the athlete’s performances are evaluated by our coaching staff and occasionally some guest judges.  Gymnasts are given a score from 1.0 to 10.0 (10.0 being the highest possible score) and are then awarded a ribbon based on a score range (9.0 – 10.0 = Blue Ribbon, 8.0 – 8.9 = Red Ribbon and so on).  At the end of the competition one female and one male athlete are awarded a Gold Medal for Outstanding Performance.  This award is voted on by the attending coaches and judges.  

The ICC is offered three times each year and is not a required activity.  Parents and Gymnasts should discuss the idea of participating in the ICC prior to registering and paying for the event.  Once registered for the ICC children are divided into age divisions and compete only with others of the same skill level and similar ages.  Many of the Gymnasts in our Competitive Program got their first taste of competitive gymnastics at our ICC. 
Referral Credits

Did you know that each time you refer a friend to the Ohio Gymnastics Institute, Inc. you can receive a 10% credit on your next month’s fees?   It is a great way for us to say thanks for telling your friends about how much fun and learning goes on here at OGI.  See the office staff for details. 
Character Counts! – reprinted from 10/20/06 E-mail

The Hole in the Moral Ozone 484.2

There's a hole in the moral ozone, and if we don't work harder to repair it, we will sentence ourselves and our children to a future filled with scandals and economic instability.

As part of National CHARACTER COUNTS! Week, the Josephson Institute of Ethics just released its 2006 biennial Report Card on the Ethics of American Youth. The data ought to alarm parents and employers: Twenty-eight percent of the more than 36,000 high school students surveyed admitted they stole from a store in the past year, 60 percent 
confessed they cheated on an exam and 82 percent said they lied to their parents about something significant.

Because these data are sadly consistent with our former surveys, it is clear that dishonest habits and values have become deeply entrenched in the next generation of corporate executives, cops, politicians, journalists, generals and parents. We hoped the information would be received as a call to action. Instead, many top news organizations reacted with a dismissive yawn.

One editor from the Chicago Sun-Times said, "Most people cheat on tests at one time or another. I don't see the dire implications you do."  An interesting observation from a profession rocked by plagiarism, fabrication and circulation-fraud scandals. In forming his judgment that there is no story here, he ignored that more than one in four students poised to enter the workforce are active thieves. 

Perhaps he and his colleagues are right in thinking it's no big deal, or maybe he's simply ignoring all the signs in the same way Louisiana politicians ignored evidence that New Orleans was not ready to cope with a hurricane the size of Katrina.

This is Michael Josephson reminding you that character counts.
Have you thought about having your child’s Birthday Party at OGI?  Well you should and here is why.

The Ohio Gymnastics Institute offers a great deal and a lot of fun for your child and their guests at an OGI Birthday Party.  The price is low - $125.00 for up to 10 participants.  We do all the work; you and your children have all the fun!  Call the office for all the details but here are some of the highlights:

· We provide invitations

· An hour in the gym with one of our great instructors

· Another ½ hour in the Party Room for opening presents and eating cake

· Choose between several popular themes

· We provide all the supplies including the cake and drinks

· All you need to bring is your children and let us take care of the rest

· Want something different? We have a ton of reasonably priced options which can be easily added to make your child’s party even more special

OGI Birthday parties are scheduled up to two months in advance and require a $50.00 non refundable deposit to reserve the date and time.  Call the office to schedule a party for that special child – make this birthday party one to remember for years to come! 

Beginning in late October we will be sending you and your child an invitation to schedule your birthday party here at OGI.  Check your mail several weeks prior to your child’s birthday for more information on how to make your child’s next birthday party the event of the year.
Holiday Gift Ideas!

Looking for a great unique gift for your Gymnast or Cheerleader?  A new leotard, a pair of cheer shorts, a balance beam or even a shiny new mat can be picked up or ordered through our Apparel Store.  Take a minute to look through the selections in our Apparel Shop and check out our posters for equipment orders.  We will also have some special catalogues later this month for your children to take home which you can order anytime on and get guaranteed shipping before the Holidays.  Remember that the Holidays have a way of arriving too soon, so order early before the deadlines.












