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Calendar
January ‘07
 1 – New Year’s Day – GYM CLOSED

15 – Martin Luther King Day – Gym Open

February ‘07
  4 – AAU Winter Classic – HOME

       GymnasticsMeet TBA

19 – President’s Day – Gym Open
March ‘07

25 – NEOGL HOME MEET (times TBA)
April ‘07

 6 – 12 – OGI CLOSED for Spring Break!

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS:

Check the ProScore Scoreboard for your name!

Staff:

Wendy Beck
Athletes:

Audrey Altiere

Jada Clark

Brilynn Crisp

Lauren Dolak

Alexis Fisher

Bailey Fritz

Paije Georgeoff

Taylor Jones

Megan Leonard

Morgan Leonard

Katelyn Lesko

Rachael Malizia

Ryan Mitovich

Bailey Perkins

Paityn Philibin

Kaleb Porter

Alyssa Ramirez

Kelly Rektor

Macy Ross

Megan Ross

Mercedes Santiago

Dawson Schertzer

Anna Skarbinski

Jacob Smotzer

Nicole Stumpo

Jackie Swauger

Austin Ward

Alura Webb

Alana Zoldan

NOTES:

Contact Us

The Ohio Gymnastics Institute, Inc.

5701 West Webb Road

Austintown, OH  44515

330-652-4386

330-652-4387 (fax) 

TeamOGI@aol.com

	Athlete of the Month

The January Athlete of the Month is Madeline Smotzer.  Maddie is the 11 year old daughter of Cynthia and Thomas Smotzer and lives in Boardman.  A fifth grader at the Montessori School of the Mahoning Valley, Maddie’s favorite subject is Math and her favorite teacher is Ms. Vagnarelli.  In her spare time Madeline plays the violin and the piano and enjoys reading.  When asked who her hero or heroine was, Madeline responded that she considers her Mom and Dad as her heroes!  
Madeline is enrolled in the Recreational Gymnastics Class Program here at the Ohio Gymnastics Institute, Inc. where she is an Intermediate Level Gymnast. In the Gym, Maddie enjoys tumbling and working on the Tumble Track with Ms. JJ – her favorite teacher here at OGI.  Maddie is proud of her accomplishments on Uneven Parallel Bars and Ms. JJ states emphatically that Maddie is a hard worker and a pleasure to coach.  Maddie recently won the Gold Medal at the OGI Intra Class Competition for the competition’s most outstanding performer.  During the ICC, Madeline received Blue Ribbons for her performances on every event! Maddies’ scores were: Vaulting: 9.1, Uneven Parallel Bars: 9.5, Balance Beam: 9.6 Floor Exercise: 9.3 and Trampoline: 9.5.
The summer of ‘07 is looking really good for Madeline - she has been accepted to the “People to People” Ambassador Program and will be spending her summer in western Europe!  Detailed information is available at www.studentambassadors.org but briefly Madeline was nominated and accepted as one of a handful of fifth graders from Ohio to participate in this year’s trip. A quote from the website says it best: “People to People was founded in 1956 by President Dwight D. Eisenhower, who believed that ordinary citizens of different nations, if able to communicate directly, would solve their differences and find a way to live in peace. This simple thought – that people can make a difference where government cannot – is People to People’s foundation. Since 1963, People to People Student Ambassador Programs has [sic] taken thousands of students across international borders to connect with people all over the world.”  Best of luck to Madeline Smotze – The January Athlete of the Month!
Weather Closing Policies

Make sure that you are familiar with our Weather Closing Policies as we approach the winter season.  The strongest point we would like to make is that if you do not feel comfortable driving your children to gym, simply call them off and we can schedule a make-up.  Simple as that.  The problem arises when the weather is bad enough that area schools decide to close.  The Ohio Gymnastics Institute, Inc. will close for weather issues when the Austintown School Systems decide to close.  The policy for these occasional occurrences is that athletes may make up the class times that were missed at Open Gym times.  We will attempt to open in the afternoon and evenings when and if the roads become safe.  Your best bet is to call the gym and we will have someone give you the details regarding when we will re-open for classes.  

Intra Class Competition Results
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 127 members of the Recreational Gymnastics Class Program at the Ohio Gymnastics Institute competed in the Annual Winter Intra-Class Gymnastics Competition.  The skills and routines used in the competition were trained over the last 12 weeks as part of the students’ regular gymnastics training. Children are allowed to choose the level of participation which suits their needs; all events, some events or no events.  Children are then grouped into three Skill Level competitive divisions which are further divided into Age Groupings.  The girls compete on the four traditional gymnastics events (Vaulting Table, Uneven Parallel Bars, Balance Beam and Floor Exercise) as well as two non traditional events: Rope Climb and Trampoline. Maddie Smotzer won the Gold Medal for the night's most outstanding performance by averaging well over a 9.0 on each of the six events she competed in.  Maddie is an Intermediate Level Gymnast who attends on Saturdays and is taught by JJ Flowers.
BEGINNER DIVISION 
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1#101 Tiffany Aliberti - 7.3 Vaulting (V), 7.8 Uneven Parallel Bars (UPB), 8.0 Balance Beam (BB), 8.1 Floor Exercise (FE), 9.5 Trampoline (TR), 6.25 Climbing Rope (CR)

#106 Amy Ritchie - 8.5 V, 7.6 UPB, 8.3 BB, 9.3 TR, 7.75 CR

#103 Erika Kolar - 8.0 V, 7.4 UPB, 9.3 BB, 9.7 TR, 6.41 CR

#108 Hannah Ward - 7.5 V, 7.6 UPB, 8.2 BB, 7.8 TR, 5.25 CR

#107 Taylor Tickerhoof - 7.4 V, 7.3 UPB, 8.0 BB, 7.45 FE, 7.4 TR, 22.53 CR

#104 Abbey Lambert - 8.3 V, 7.5 UPB, 8.5 BB, 7.4 FE, 8.2 TR, 7.16 CR

#102 Mya Burns - 7.2 UPB, 8.4 BB, 8.0 TR, 7.78 CR
NOVICE DIVISION 
#215 Allison Ward - 7.0 V, 7.8 BB, 8.3 TR, 20.35 CR

#208 Madison Johns - 6.9 V, 9.3 UPB, 8.4 FE, 8.3 TR

#201 Katelyn Bache - 6.8 V, 8.5 BB, 7.6 TR

#214 Dominique Swiney-Gray - 7.3 V, 7.4 TR

#206 Kayla Fisher - 8.45 V, 9.7 BB, 8.9 FE, 8.7 TR, 16.3 CR

#205 Nicole DiVencenzo - 8.5 V, 9.4 FE, 8.4 TR, 19.4 CR

#216 Alura Webb - 8.5 V, 8.6 BB, 8.4 TR, 13.030 CR

#210 Morgan Leonard - 8.0 V, 8.5 UPB, 9.3 FE, 8.4 TR

#203 Ashlee Bobovnik - 8.3 V, 9.2 UPB, 9.1 FE, 9.0 TR, 23.3 CR

#202 Krysta Banas - 7.4 V, 7,5 UPB, 8.6 FE, 8.3 TR, 25.31 CR
#204 Jada Clark - 8.4 V, 9.6 UPB, 9.4 BB, 9.5 FE, 16.00 CR

#209 Amanda Lacusky - 8.4 V, 8.2 UPB, 7.4 BB, 8.0 FE, 8.0 TR, 12.34 CR

#211 Natachia Lorent - 8.3 V, 9.3 UPB, 9.6 FE, 9.9 TR, 10.75 CR

#217 Rachael Markowski - 8.3 V, 9.5 BB, 9.6 FE, 8.0 TR

#212 Nicole Schmidt - 8.7 V, 8.0 BB, 10.95 CR

#207 Susan Garland - 8.7 V, 9.1 FE, 8.2 TR



INTERMEDIATE DIVISION 
#303 Maia Totterdale - 8.4 V, 8.5 UPB, 9.0 BB, 8.4 FE, 10.0 TR, 19.595 CR

#302 Miranda Noday - 8.9 V, 8.3 UPB, 8.4 BB, 8.4 FE

#301 Olivia Makar - 9.5 V, 9.2 BB, 9.0 FE

Character Counts! – reprinted from 01/05/07 E-mail

Looking Backward and Forward 495.2

As we throw out last year's calendar and break out a new one, it makes sense to look backward at where we've been, inside to assess where we are, and forward to where we're going. Henry David Thoreau urged us to set priorities, warning that "Our life is frittered away by detail...Simplify, simplify." John Greenleaf Whittier reminded us that our future is often the harvest of our actions: "The tissue of the life to be, we weave with colors all our own. And in the field of destiny we reap as we have sown." Lincoln added another dimension: "In the end, it's not the years in your life that count. It's the life in your years."  He also said, "A person is generally as happy as they are willing to be." Ralph Waldo Emerson urged us to find the spark within: "What lies behind us and what lies before us are tiny matters compared to what lies within us." According to Robert Byrne, "The purpose of life is a life of purpose." And the Prophet Mohammad instructed that: "A man's true wealth is the good he does in this world." I'll conclude with the observation of Rabbi Harold Kushner: "Our souls are not hungry for fame, comfort, wealth, or power. Those rewards create almost as many problems as they solve. Our souls are hungry for meaning, for the sense that we have figured out how to live so our lives matter, so the world will be at least a little bit different for our having passed through it."

This is Michael Josephson wishing you a Happy New Year filled with meaning and purpose and reminding you that character counts.

The Six C's of Character 495.3 

As you consider your goals for the New Year, I hope you'll think about working on your character. After all, the best road to a better life is to be a better person, and all of us can be better. One of the best ways to do this is to focus on the Six C's of Character: conscience, courage, consideration, compassion, confidence, and control.
First, be a person of conscience. Listen to the inner voice that helps you know right from wrong and urges you to do what is good and noble. 
Second, be courageous. Confront the challenges and choices of your life forthrightly. Make the tough decisions that need to be made and, above all, maintain your integrity by doing what you know to be right
even when it costs more than you want to pay.
Third, be considerate. Be more deliberative, thoughtful, and attentive as to how your words and actions will affect others, and reflect on your character. Think ahead so you can avoid undesirable and undesired consequences.
Fourth, be compassionate. Demonstrate a genuine concern for the well-being of others. Be kinder and more charitable. Strive to understand more and judge less.
Fifth, be confident in your capacity to overcome whatever difficulties come your way with integrity and dignity. Don't
underestimate your resiliency. Resolve to persist until you prevail. 
Sixth, be in control of your emotions, appetites, and urges that tempt you to compromise your principles or sacrifice long-term goals for short-term indulgences.

Remember, your character is your destiny.

This is Michael Josephson reminding you that character counts.

Team OGI Booster Association
Thanks to everyone who participated in the Color My World “T” Shirt Coloring Contest Fundraiser / Community Project.  A letter from the Rescue Ministries is posted on the front door thanking all who helped for the 350 cans of food donated from the event!  The winners received gift cards to Toys R Us.  Remember that the Boosters are raising money to help make OGI a better place.  If you have not heard, one of the major projects the Boosters are working on is a Hot Tub Raffle.  You can purchase a $10.00 ticket anytime at the front desk for a chance to win.  Only 750 tickets will be sold, so get yours before they sell out!
Skills Charts / Skill Clubs
Now that we have the National Gymnastics Skills Test Program (NGSTP) Charts up and running we are going to turn our attention to the OGI Skills Clubs!  The Skills Clubs will include 10 skills on every gymnastics event and 10 skills for cheerleaders in three categories (events): Jumps, Tumbling and Stunting.  Skills range in difficulty level from medium difficult to very advanced.  Skills which are in both the NGSTP and the Skills Clubs will have a Gold Star posted above the skill on the NGSTP Charts.  Each time your child masters one of the OGI Skills Club skills, he or she will join that club for all time, sort of a Hall of Fame of OGI Students.  The program will be part of your child’s regularly scheduled classes.  Athletes must execute the skill at a level of performance which demonstrates no major technical or performance flaws.   Once an athlete has mastered a “Skills Club” skill, he or she will be included in our OGI Hall of Fame.  In some cases a video recording of the skill will be made available at our upcoming web site for your athlete’s friends and families to view.   Skills Club skills are “retroactive” which means that if you were able to perform the skill as described above, and learned it here at OGI in the past, you too will become a member of that Skill Club!  We look forward to getting as complete a history as possible of students who have now retired and are eligible for recognition as members of our Skills Clubs.
New Policy for Late Fees and a Review of Payment Policies
You may not know that the Ohio Gymnastics Institute, Inc. consistently has the lowest prices for gymnastics and cheerleading instruction in the area! We work hard to keep our prices affordable.  We know that all of our customers want to pay their bills on time but sometimes things just don’t work out.  Our payment policies are designed to reward our customers who pay early (on or before the 1st of the month) and punish those who constantly pay late (after the 7th of the month).  Our regular class fees, which are printed on our Class Schedule, are fixed for those paying between the 2nd of the month and the 7th and cannot be changed.  We do not negotiate class fees. Early pay discounts of $5.00 per child are only available for payments received on or before the 1st calendar day of any given month – regardless of any circumstances.    Customers often ask the office staff to allow a discount for paying early to be given when paying after the first of the month.  This is not allowed.  Late fees, equal to 10% of the balance owed, are not assessed unless we have not received payment by the 7th of the month. 
The new policy, called the “Good Customer Late Fee Credit,” is designed to help those who regularly pay on time and, due to an unexpected event, were not able to get a payment to the office before the 7th of the month.  Our office staff is required to assess late fees to all accounts which are not paid in full on the 8th of the month.  This will not change.  What will change are the following two late fee credit options. 

1. If a customer has a history of 18 months of no late payments, the office may credit the late fee. 

2. The late fee charges may be credited to any customer who has made payments on time (before the 7th of the month) for a minimum of six months.  On the seventh month customers may petition the office for the application of the credit to the seventh month class fees and, if approved, the office manager will apply the “Good Customer Late Fee Credit”  












